


VOLUME 5 NUIBER 1 


APRIL 


PRICE 


FOR RULESOF SECOND ANNUAL SUN SPOTS 1 SHORT STORY CONTEST SEE PAGE 2* 













































StI SPOTS 


*'* 1 * 5 * * * * * * * * 5 * * 3T* 

* DEDICATION ■* 

****■***'*:?'**)('****** ******* 

* We, the three editors of Sun* 

* Spots, think it only fitting* 

* that this, the 17th issue of* 

* our magazine, he dedicated* 

* to the memory of .Earl Sing-* 

*********** leton, who's untimely death************ 

* stunned all of fandom. There is very little tie '* 

* can say, that has not already been said* it is * 

* so,‘ that we leave it to you, our readers,as you * 

* head this, to stop and give a moment of thought * 

* to a great fan, Earl Singleton - - - * 

* ** * * * **** * * ** *** * ** ** ^ * * * * * *** ** * * * * * * * *********** * 
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WHV HAKE ISSUE OF IT? 

•The Editors* 

Here it is, a week or so late, but we finally got out. We had to 
Yrffiit some time tor our stencils, and then we were a bit busy with ot¬ 
her matters too. But # 17's 24 pages will make up for the delay, we 
hope. 

The material this month is, we believe, pretty good. With artic¬ 
les by Tremaine, Gnaeciinger, Martin, etc. we think it should be as 
good, if riot better than past issues. Perhaps you are wondering where 
the last part of "Bucaneers" is, Plotkin inparticular. Well, readers 
we have had to remove it till next issue. We hope this system of do¬ 
ing serials isn’t stretching' your good will too far, but we thought 
that one piece of fiction in this issue was plenty, and that would 
be "Weapon Needed", as it has already been set aside one month. So 
it Yvill be "Bucaneers Fror. The Void" next month. "Davy Roekette" is 
definitely out, as the readers expressed their rank disapproval. 

This month we present our second annual short-short story contest. 
Last years flopped, but we hope that this one •will fare better. The 
prize isn’t much, but we can't afford more, so we hope you will con¬ 
sider it enough. We* 11 give the winner a $*50 subscription to any fan 

magazine in the country. To the second placer, will go a $.25 sub¬ 

scription to SUM SPOTS. Both of these shorts will be printed in SUN 
SPOTS, and neither can exceed 1,200 words in length. The shorter the 
better. Eight hundred words would be about minimum. Any other entries, 
if they cannot be printed in SSp some future time, will be returned 
to the author, postage free. So come on amatuers, get those short- 
shorts in. Anything that happens around Saturn will do, and^ artist(?) 
de la Ree has supplied you a. hero, (that sickly lookin' guy in the 
left hand corner)’ Get going. Deadline April 2C* 

This issue is dedicated to the late Earl Singleton. 

Next month, wig will have any of the material that is listed at the 

bottom of page 5, that we have room to publish. Oh, yes, remember to 

keep those letters comming. All the ones possible are printed. 

We're glad to see that Bob Tucker has reversed his views on SSp, 
and that Art 'Vidner isweaking slightly—ever so slightly, (wow, is that 
guy hard to Dlease.) He wishes us to dumrey SSpj as it is we are hav¬ 
ing our troubles getting it out. We keep telling you, we are slow 
typists, and it would take us twice as much time to dummy it allup, 
and even mere if we attempted even edges! If one of us takes typing 
in school: maybe then, but till that time - -? 

As this is typed, none of the psges except the front cover have 
been mineod, art, thus we cant comment on thernimeoingthisissua. 

All that we can do is hope it turns out as well as last months. . 

Thanks go out to all those who h ? ve ^ cont ^ ut ^ a ^^t^Don^oll! S, 
fiction, reviews in their mags, Tremaine 

Ss^o'to^hosfwhoirFnevay subscribing, and to those who are 

5’J&f,3Jrs»S b 80 longl 
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F.Orlin Tremaine 
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Science fiction is fascinating only as long as those who write 
it continue to inject new thoughts into its bloodstream of stories* 

A few years ago we went seeking new thoughts, creating and building 
new intrest as they appeared. 

In 1940 we faced a field which had expanded, tremendously in the 
number of magazines offering each its own interpretation of what sci¬ 
ence fiction should be. But the great stories, those which brought 
new thoughts and startling presentations, were, strangely few. Quan¬ 
tity production had stretched the few ideas so thin and spread them 
so far that we were fortunate if we were able to hit upon a partic¬ 
ular magazine which . carried the outstanding stories of the month.' 

• I believe the first five issues of COBffiT will illustrate exact¬ 
ly what I mean. There were good stories in the first issue, and there 
were.also good stories in a number of other magazines.. The corres¬ 
pondence that I have had with many of the writers had not yet had 
time to bear fruit. The second issue was better, in that it began to 
show the,stirrings of imaginative effort. These new efforts made their 
appearance in force in the March issue. As this third issue went to 
press we were able to announce the first complete novelet in a ser¬ 
ies by Dr, E.E.Smith, a series which we had discussed and planned so 
that the material was NEW and STARTLING. 

By the time the fourth issue goes to press I have one of the 
greatest stories by NAT SCHACHNER, author of "He, From Frocyon" and 
"Ancestral Voices", the first of the thought variant stories which 
set our pace a few years ago. It takes time to reshape the thoughts, 
the style, and the efforts of the myriad of capable writers who have 
had a tendency to slip into conventional-patterns with their stories. 
One thing is vitally important, and which you can depend on as COMET 
progressesj is-the fact that each issue will.present new thoughts, 
new styles, surprises, and growing excellence. This, to my mind, is 
the essence of what has made science fiction a living type of liter¬ 
ature. 

It has produced support such as no other type of magazine can 
boast. I have on my desk nearly 45'fan papers and magazines produced 
through painstaking effort by those who will, in the next few years, 
become the core of the new crop of writers. It is our job to encour¬ 
age their efforts in every direction,; whether it be devoted to fan 
journalism, support of the World Convention At Denver, or the devel¬ 
opment of new writing styles. In order to give this encouragement de- 
finate force we are announcing in the May issue a medal and cash aw- 
aed for the best "first story" by a, new writer, and another for the 
fan who honorably overcomes the greatest obsticles to attend the Den- 
vention. 

Now because this is our first mention of fan journalism, we in¬ 
tend to establish an annual award for the outstanding effort -by a fan 
paper or magazine, or by a member of the staff of a fan magazine. I 
have outlined for you something of the editorial policy which will 
make for continued intrest in COBTET, because of its interest in every 
single reader and supporter of S-F. V7e have no doubt but that this 
policy will;.move into leadership, as the central integrating hub of 
the wheel of S-F during the -twelve months that lie.ahead of us- -END 
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'WHAT;« ANOTHER 
YES'. STARLIGHT 
pRG'/D TO 


ADVERT 13! tENTS 


^WAV.V.V.V.VAV/AVAV, 

Starlight: Publications 

Wright- Fortier-Martin-Daugherty 
Bronson-Dunmire 
Science, Fantasy and Weird Material 


ANNIVERSARY ISSUE? 
PUBLICATIONS ARE 
• ANNOUNCE 


IKE CALIFORNIA MERCURY IS CELEBRATING ITS FIRST ANNIVERSARY IN MARCH 

The Karch-April issue, with James Bush as assistant editor,: has 
over twenty pages with illustrations in color for only ten cents. 
Xom Wright and Forry Ackerman are special correspondents on this new 
formatted bimonthly. Material by Daugherty, Morojo, Widner, Martin, 

as well as many other 

The Califormin mercury 4> 


and news summaries 
features, fills the 
coming out the 1st 
tions are 50 cents 
who mentions this 


Stfandom's Streamlined N 

J. J. Fortier, Editor-in-Chief 
1836 39th Ave. Oakland, Calif. 


a special surprise*magazineii 


latest issue whish is 
of March* Subscrip- 
and every subscriber 
magazine will receive 


■Iff GOD, DON'T MISS THIS* The im¬ 
mortal (and immoral)master of hu¬ 
mour. approves THE DAMN THING and 
then sends a story to one of its 
Members, During a ' recent seance 
;attended by LASFLers,THORNS SMITH 
'communed a story to Carlton Fass- 
beinder — 

fe FISH AND GYPS 

. by Thorne-Smith, 

To appear in the fourth issue of 
the Damn Thing, so send Kty 
to 

fc- THE DAMN THING, 

BOX 6475. METRO. STA., 

Wf . • LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA* 


THE SOLAR PRESS 
.REPOS T S: 

Th§ following material is on tap 
for future issues of SUN SPOTS , 
and will be printed sooner or la- 

te !tpr. Mustard 1 s Great Invention" 
a short short by Ackermann. 
"Death From The Stars", an ar- 
ticle by George Wetzel. 
"Visitations to Bloomington", 
an article by Bob Tucker. 

"here Sloppy? You arei But——" 

A nice long article by Joe 
Gilbert, answering de la Ree's 
editorial. 

"Laugh With Me", an article by 
Ray J. Sienkiewicz. 

"The. Way I see It" by Lewandow- 
. ski ■ 

"Authors Peril", also by Lewan- 
’dowski. 

"Time Flies", a short short by 
Philip A. Schumann 
"Far, Far Out in Space", a poem 
by Amaryllis 


fv FUTURE TATERIAL IN SGP. 

'-■"Transporiaticn Of The Future", 

. by Rajocz. ' 

Settling The Solar System" , the 

W beginning of a new series by 
.Philip Franco. . 

- Haunted House" , poem by Osheroff 
w Buc sneers of the Void", Comple¬ 
tion by Plotkin. A . . _ v„ vp nror.ised us articles. So be 

.^,.Fkd Pohl ? «d Forry Aokerm* h a ve^ro, s Xsea toh 

on the lookout for - l ! yf n s j 0TSl 
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' WEAPO N NEEDED 
Plot : R. K,Johnson 
WritingsJ.E.Davis 

What has happened: "Captain Von Kitzel and Professor Frederik 
Schuznic have been ordered by Adolf Hitler to the space ship, "Duss- 
eldorf", invented by Otto Kipler, and go to the moon.in search of some 
weapon mighty enough to defeat Great Britain, which is just about rea¬ 
dy to strike the death blow at Germany. It is the year 1942. Heinrick 
Rueckert, first mate, is telling the story. After they land on the 
moon ? Rueckert is sent down into the lunar caverns with a small search¬ 
ing party of four men. They are attacked by a mass of reptiles, and 
become lost in one of the caverns. Schaffer, one of the men in the par¬ 
ty is killed, and Ruexkert has just fallen to the ground and snakes 
are crawling over him. 

******** 

As I fell on to the slimniy mass of snakes beneath me, I quickly 
grasped for my pistol, but couldn’t shoot for fear of hitting my fel¬ 
low crew members. Better though, I used the gun as a club, and smashed 
the first of the reptiles to climb on my booty. Swiftly I regained my 
lost footing, and joining my excited friends, we hurried down the near¬ 
est of the four branches of the tunnel. We were lost; I knew that, but 
anything was better than staying there and dying like Schaffer. Hurry¬ 
ing along, we soon left the snakes behind, as they seemed reluctant to 
follow* Evidentally they returned to the holes from which they had em¬ 
erged* They had streamed out of those holes by the thousands-but en¬ 

ough of all this, 

-I will not bore the readers of this with the details of the next 
eight days, which were no more than a living death for us all. Not 
once during that time did we see any trace of human life, or any intel¬ 
ligent individuals,.Once or twice we ran into some weird-looking alias 
Lunarite; Whiqh for the most part are beyond discription. Luckily we 
had food enough to get along on, but as the ninth day drew nigh, we 
realized that we couldn't go groping blindly oh much longer,, Our ele¬ 
ctric lanterns were growing dim, and our supply of extra batteries was 
ebbing fast. We began feeling more and. more depressed, and stopped 
more regularly for brief resting spells. 

About three hours befor our lanterns would have given out for the 
last time, we saw a light coming from a far off down the tunnel we were 
in. Our tired aching muscles were renewed with vigor, and we.practic¬ 
ally ran to find.whether we had found our long sought opening to the 
surface. And indeed we had. We soon found that in all our nine days 
wandering in -which we covered many many miles, we had not staryed more 
than three miles from our original entry into the maze of caverns. 

Back aboard the ship, we reported our lack of success, and the 
tragic death of Schaffer to Von Kitzel. The latter, though more dis¬ 
appointed than the rest of us, tried to force a smile and say its all 
in a days work* It was a solemn group of men that made the ship ready 
for '.the,;, feturn voyage to Earth, The very thought of leaving Schaffer's 
body in yhet snake-filled cavern, lowered our* spirits still further, 

March 28« 1942* 

Our trip-is quickly drawing to an end. In another day we will 
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4 and again on ^arth, and once again we will be seeing war in all its 
horrible fury. Nothing of imprctance has odcured since we .left Luna,, 
and right now it’s a very pretty sight to look out upon the beautif¬ 
ul spinning globe, so seemingly peaceful at this distance^, but so ver- 
y different in reality. T must go now to atke over, for it is my shift. 

Five hours have passed, and in those five hours the fate of our 
expedition has been decided. Our atomic motors have failed. One of 'the 
two is definitely beyond repair, and the other could be patched up, 
but Schaffer, our expert in such matters, is no longer with us. Per¬ 
haps it was just as well he died when he did, for death in the flam¬ 
ming-shell of an exploding rocket is nothing to look forward to. We 
shall bit ‘the Earth's atmosphere at a terrific speed, and - -* Well, 

-this looks indeed as if it is the end. For this reason, I am putting 
this small record of the first space flight into a metal container, 
and will'cast it out? into the void, in the hopes that some future ro¬ 
ver of the space-lc'fiee..will find something worthwhile in it for pos¬ 
terity to read about. So it is farewell. Perhaps it .is best this way. 

• tfho knows? ...... 

** ****** 

The founder of this record, submits the following article from an 
American Newspaper a day or so la.ters 

Berlin, March 30 (&) .-A meteor flashed in the. Western sky, a 
man died, and British troops entered Berlin last evening. As the vic¬ 
torious English hoards over-ran the Capitol of Germany last^naght, 

Reich Furnrer Adolf Nitler ended his life m his toom Ox a iocal ho¬ 
tel; The. meteor burning its path across the sky, cast a lupud 8-u 
on the two Earthly dramas enacted below. As liie ieft the body of 
the bitterly broken Dictator, the light of the heavenly visitor ilic- 
ke red ana died with him. » ««• • • • 

THE - END ***** 

* RULES FOR SECOND ANNUAL SUN SPOTS' SHORT-SHORT STORY CONTEST + 

******* ******** 

1. '/rite or type the:, storjKdouble spacecl te best) 

Paper. Must not exceed 1,200 w»oras in lengt , s (April) cover 0 
words. The story shall bo v:ri11en abou ±11 flt the cover, and 

2. Any story that takes place |rou^a 1 tQ follov , irl g the cov- 

; the hero has been supplied, xiie- tearer j ■ 

er illustration, the more chance you r . * g gogert Place, West- 

3. Send your entries to, "Zloty Editor | s y. e ,f x take care of 

■»od, f.,t. you needent enclose ^^ ir> A S“ e rtrle S will be judged im- 

if your manuscript is n0 . r mted in SSp. 

SJutUlJy, and the Wo best P, a f f ord. (1st): Your story in 

^ 4 -« Prizes are not much, but al.*- , _ to sny fanzine in the country. 

Print ir. SSp, and a ^lf 0 /? S cr D P an d a $.25 subscription to SUN SPOiS. 
^hd); Your story printed :? n prs! or those who have not had more , than 

^itories^o^to profe^^ 1 fans . ge t in that MS. 

6 ‘ Deadline.-April 20, 1941. Hurry 
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I'm sure, dear reader, that after you've read this you 11 be con¬ 
sidering yourself fortunate for not living in Denver, lo other even 
here has caused so much hilarity and mutual ridicule as the approia- 
tely named, "Dikty Hoax". It all began on a Saturday night soon after 
Wiggins and myself had returned from our hectic ride from the Chicon, 

3 Is ight* 

Having a small job after school and on Saturdays, I came home 
fairly tired Sat, afternoon and decided to grab a couple hours sleep 
to bolster me thru the meeting, for our meetings usually break up at 
six Alt after breakfasting together, I was awakened by an insistant 
shaking by my mother and she informed me that it was seven o'clock, 
and some fan had been here by; the name of Dick, or something. 

Jumping from the bed, still half asleep, I told her that it must 
be Ted Dikty, for that was the only fan I knew of with that name.’I 
soon became awakened, but the conclusion 31 had drawn .remained, I asked 
her if he was. in my den. She s^id he had told her he had called. ; 
Wiggins and told him he'd be here, but since-he wasn't, he'd drive 
down and get him, I tried vainly to get a description, but since he 
had come in the back where there was no light, and coupled with the 
fact that my mother isn't the most observing, person in the world, I 
got- : a very sketchy discript!on which Could have fitted nine out of 
ten men, Kowevor, this.only helped to confirm my suspicions I figured, 

/anci elm-bed into my convention outfit., which Art Wiener, Wiggins, and. 
several others had told me, is the damndest, mess of:, low'd colors they 
eveb'Sew, and prepared to wait for the guys to 'arrive* 

Abort that time, Joe Hordlohna, a semi-fan, came in and I told 
him who I thought was here. We waited a short time, then growing im¬ 
patient we decided to run down to the corner drug store and phone Wig¬ 
gins ^ We got Ins, Wiggins and she said Wiggins had left some time ago, 
and said something vague about Dikty or something, which I was unable 
to get, and then she. hung up* As we extracted ourselves'from the booth 
Hoy Hunt walked In, He had been up to the house and learned that we 
had come/ dot/ n he re to phene „ The-story was..repeated, and each time I 
...repented. I was more convinced I was right; We went back to my house, 
and .settled down r.nmy dery discussing the., thing in-general and won- • 
dering wlv Tec. Dikty would be coming’ out here. Soon there was a ring 
at. the -front door and I hurriedly answered it* 

I -f c slightly disappointed for it \va;| Diehard KindigCfinny) and ■ 
he came in. We told him then, and.he believed he had remembered some 
. fanhy tjiat name some'time ago when he was mere active'-.. Well, we wait¬ 
ed for some time, then decided; : to drive down to Wiggins' in Finny's 
car^-All the way down we kept, a; sharp lo ok out for any pedestrians re-- 
sembling Dikty 1 s discription e which I had to repeat every two minutes 
for I"’was the only one who -had seen him, We ..finally arrived at V/iggA •' 
ins' place and went up the stairs to his apartment . Mrs* biggins.an¬ 
swered the door and she said.he had left some time ago for my house. 
Well, we were in a finei mess. Wiggins and Dikty lost. Getting back in 
the car, we retraced our way to 1259 Race St. where we took up our 
waiting,. Came ten ( 'clock end Finny announced that he would have to 
dephrt for he had himself a skirt lined up, so he departed telling us 
to say hello to both Dikty and Wiggins when and if they showed up. 
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an hour_with intermittent cussing at Maw for not 
making him come in and wait and wondering where the devil they. were. 
Fantastic suggestions ranged from them getting themselves pished up 
by a couple of our 1 women of the streets, or barging into a local tav¬ 
ern, to an auto wreck. Finally we decided'that'Ted had returned to 
Wiggins , nut iincling him- missing had returned to his hotel. We as^ 

. sumedhe would stay at a hotel, .so after some fast and smooth talk-r 
ing I managed to use a neighbor’s unlimited phone, I was now about 
ten o'clock. Going' down the endliss list of hotels from our swank¬ 
iest to the less respectible(no reflection on Ted’s - character) and 
no one had a Ted ot Thadeoud Bikty registered there. In fact some of 
them suspected me of some gag or something* I had a particularly 
humorous but highly unprintable conversation with a lady(?) whose 
establishi.sent had dropped £ll respectability. 

Coming hornet in defeat, 1 was surprised to find Wiggins in my den 
with Joe and Roy. He had been talking with Willard Hnv/kins( a pro¬ 
author of several stf stories) about a-.play to be written for the 
Denventipn and had consequently been late. He knew nothing about Dik- 
ty being in town and we told him the story. Soon Maw came in and asked 
if we had found Ted(she had been out),In desperation we. asked her 
to describe the elusive individual again^ and she calmly told us that 
it wfs the boy that came in Later on. We stared at each other in in¬ 
comprehension. She asked us them what his name was and Wiggins told 
te r it WcS correctly Richapd Kindig, but to us ’’Kinny”. All of .a sud*» 
den it dawned on us that he'Jiad told her he was DICK Kiridig, and here 
was the solution-of the bedlam.. - 

For fifteen minutes'we roared at our stupidity, which was prob¬ 
ably mostly mine but all the facts Were before us all. It may seem 
obvious to you, but in that case you posses Miske’s alleged intellect 
or I have set this down so it's obvious. At any rate we went to the 
nearest liquor store and purchased two quarts of cheap wine. We re¬ 
turned to talk and drink. The meeting ended at 5 AM Sunday, morning, 
with a final ahorse of Beer Barrel Polka.,'Down the O-Hi^O,,. and Rag 
Time Cov/boy Joe amid many heaping asfe trays and empty glasses. With 
that the memorable ocassion broke up and each member wended his way 
homeward to gather 1 his Sunday paper in his v arms and stagger into the 
house to read Buck Rogers and then turn in. 

" Hew you tenow why I said you would be glad you re not living in _ 
the Denvent - *on City with us Denver dnps. heedless to say, Kinny nas 
not been to Id other than Ted Dikty was never located, for I am sure 
he* d appreciate our wasting his gas while looking for himself. 

to END 

ATTENTION* IW MARTEN, it* s been three months nowand ypu have^nev- 
er-tpri rl™ni e and Roderick Gsetz their Membership cards 
which they joined right after Christmas. 

^ c S’once - - -Also SUN SPOTS did not receive 
a copy of^the zSet^LCHMrST.'snd would appreilate your sending of 

irss- ■ a s-^ss^^r- 
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THE 17AY I SEE IT* 

, By 

Ray J. Sienkiev/icz 


Science Fiction definitely has a purpose, two purposes; though 
not any exactly helpful or utopian purposes* The purpose of science 
fiction is not to help science advance; the purpose of science xic- 
tion is to provide money for the author. The publishers print science 
fiction books, or science fiction magazines, to make money. What was 
your purpose in heading your first science fiction sterry?~ . 

'./hen you read your first science fiction story, was it because 
you thought that you might further the progress of science? Did you 
enter fandom to further science? The probable reason you entered fan¬ 
dom was to find some way in which to pass away your spare time. That 
might have been one of many reasons. Some fans might have had some 
other reasons for entering. Every fan who did enter fandom must have 
done so because he had some spare time to while away, not because &e 
wanted to further the progress of science. 

That,'in a way, takes care of 3 fan 1 s reasons for entering fan¬ 
dom aid for reading science fiction. An author has one main reason 
for entering the science fiction field. If the author has done writ¬ 
ing in other fields, he tried science fiction writing because he fig¬ 
ured it was another field of writing in which he could make some more 
money. Host writers write for money, while most editors edit primar¬ 
ily for money. 

You will find very few editors who will edit a'ffiauaziner for no 
remuneration. In fact, you will find very few persons who will edit 
a professional magazine for nothing. Perhaps you are thinking, "Wo 11- 
heim is editing for nothing." Yes, Wollheim is editing for nothing, 
but with the promise that if ,he edits good enough he will receive re¬ 
muneration for his services. ((Which 1 he is now, we believe—-jUds)) If 
the magazines he edits sell fast enough and bring in a profit, he'll 
be paid. The same goes for the authors presented in his magazines; if 
their stories are good enough to sell the magazine, they shall be 
paid for futire stories the publishers use, 

Another fact that shows ’science fiction'stories are written for 
profit is that, all authors, even if they do not need money, keep on 
writing science fiction stories and still demand to be paid for their 
works. Host authors of that category even increase their rates for 
buying the story,. Burroughs and Wells, for example, could easily do- ’ 
nste some,or all, of their future science fiction stories. Both have 
enough money on which to live comfortably untill they die, but they 
demand money for every story-they write. Do not take this as a cen¬ 
sure of what they do, I just used them as an example. If anyone v/rote 
for "the sake of art" he should' not care one bit about remuneration. 
Then,too, the other purpose of science fiction is to entertain. 
Yes, science fiction has a purpose. It has two purposes. Mainly to 
earn money and lastly to entertain. That’s the way I see it. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ^ * * * * . * * * 

ATTENTION* If you should perchance find a check in the blank that 
follows, your present subscription to SUIT SPOTS has expired. We are 
hoping for your prompt renewal.. Thank you. ■ * 

* * * * * * * * * * * ^ * * * * • * ^ 

■SEE YOU. IN DENVER ? - *__ _* 
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THE -TRASH BASKET 
By. 

■ N.E.Body 


| FLASHES t 

iuft S “neludea a in’AOTOWT'’T qp® ? opular " sixth Column", the serial 
S G SF > 1S »t«» other than: Robert Heinlein, 

euthor ot _ many greet stories, and guest of honor, to be at the Den- 

Hust story tcfbcMsoid’tn " HarW -®n‘. Fantasy", .Henry Andrew Acke-rmann' s 
i? WT R S'>°G y sq?EMrr pr ? “ss'f^be, will appear in the issue 

of Si-Hnli.b o^I^vC^^iORIES, out April 1st. Look for it. It is a fan- 

t3Sy / + B ^+ 0URSj fanzine published by L, R.Chauvenet has been 

suspanaed, md latest reports have it that it will be. continued as a 
; column m THE SOUT.1ER.1 STAR. . . 0 Sam Moskowitz, fan who made good 

" es £ proj hfis sold about ifivo inor*6 stbrios*. * * e As ovorvone know*? 

• by this time, LE ZOMBIE has been suspended for SO dqys 0 . .ALCHEMIST 
is suspended, and may or may not return, next fall. Lets hope ft does, 
.for this was truely a great magazine. Oh yes, Lew. If v- GU don't plan 
/ to start up again, please return »La Tombe" by g. Edward Davis, as we 
would like to use it in SUN SPOTS. . . . End of flashes. Terrible, 

weren’t they? 7 

it Well, iJ'iAZING STORIES’ 15th Anniversary issue arrived a. week ago* 

I remember when I’d.have jumped with joy at the size of AMAZING, but 
now I. hardly blink. I sort of feel sorry for it c It could be such a 
‘..•good Science Fiction magazine, rather than such a sloppy looking at- 
’ tempt. I hear Palmer wants to' get clipped edges for the fans. Yes, 
clipped edges do improve the looks-of a magazine, but if they want it 
. to lock decent (from outward appearences anyway) they had better put 
ft better cover on the front , and cut those gaudy colors. ASTOUNDING, 
gives a so much better appearance, that it isn't even funny. And then 
you read those letters from 10,-15 year old kidsdlke I was myself 
;■ a few years ago) praising AMAZINGS' covers, and saying what great sto¬ 
ries they print. It's really sickining to turn to the Readers Section 
- of. that magazine anymore. Some of those kids would praise anything, 
'regugrdless of how rotten it was fas long as it had E.R.Eurroughs 
ifane. attached to it. ' The chances are that this junk that ./HAZING is 
printing by Burroughs now, either wasn’t written by him, or he did 
f it on an off night. In the former case, perhaps one of his sons wrote 
them, arc. he has alcvmd his name to be attached to them, thus getting 
¥ a word, while other authors, with much.better yarns, and less wealth 
r hn Hr. Burroughs, have to struggle along on Id or y per word. Oh 
t what r-magazine' AJiAZIHG could-be with a company like Street And Smith. 
b behind it, rather then Ziff-Davis. Palmer at least pleases the young 
; readers, who some day will switch from comic mags and AMAZING, to. AS- 
I'^OUNDING and the better Stf mags. Lets hope for the future success 

Mf amazing 

I- Hell, now I * va spouted off all my feelings on RAZING, so I’ll goon 
p something else. Art lidner, you said you’d write SSp and article, 
|fP3' I am to inform you that it can be on any topic. .Perhaps, ’’The Way 
fl'-See It ” Forrv Ackerman, perhaps you.can write us one too. Say Ack- 

I hear you wf?™?esponcible for that “Hijtory of A Foolish Age." 
hill the readers have been asking who-wrote it. So you were, trying to 
■be funn- S vr/il at least the, story was. How about some more on the 
eh- *ust about fills the -Basket" up for this ish, 

i#femembL; l^yovrhave^ any trash, send it along. -Yers, N.E. Body. 
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Ruddy Globe adrift on high* 

Glowing orb in empty sky; 

What mysteries do you withhold, 

What creatures lived, of ages old? 

Proud ruins bound a treeless plain. 
Where naught but canal! remain; . . . 

Not a breath of life astir, 

Only probf of things that were. 

Polar caps feroff are seen, , 

Gas condensed, with snowy sheen; 

Desert sand lies over- all, 

H!11 and plain and,castle hal1, 

Who comes- to- find a world' of life, 
Finds but a world destroyed by strife; 
A desert planet, ruled by none, 

Death's mighty weapon, war;, has won, 


-FINIS- 



"Remove that lipstick’. It makes you 
look like one of those disgusting 
Earthlingsl" 


-mttsft******* 
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SCIENCE FICTION QUIZ, 

Conducted by Joseph 
P „ . Lew^ndcwski 

£ • A, SCRAMBLED AUTHORS 

^. ee . y? u c ^ n unscramble the following jumbles of words, each 
one of which is the name of f noted Stf author. To give you a hint, 
each jumble is followed by a famous work of that author. Par is 7, 

1. anegalgnloleagnder.. .’'Darkness and Dawn” 

2. sgperartesrvsti."The Moon Metal" ' 

j 3. rmarbtehmtaira..."The Ship of Ishtar" 

4. uiejsyg......"Jason, Son of Jason" 

5. imahlerlynealpfr."The Radio Planet" 

6 . ipsiphiehrfl.."Devil of The he stem Sea"' - 

• 7. ulalthsian."Almost Immortal" 

8 . acimgrsumny."Girl in the Golden Atom" 

9. cilaoslhetnsrsb."Polaris—of the Snows" 

10. elwredtemamdisrb."Skylark of Ifalepon"- 

B. A 1I5SSON if CLASSICS 

Below is, a list of authors and a list of famous classics. The 
. idea is to match the correct author with the correct tittle. Par is 
eight. 

X. Garret Smith a. "Mouthpiece of Zitu" 

2., Homer Eon Flint _ b, "The Blind Spot" 

3. J.U. Giesy c,"The Black Flame" 

4. H,P. Lovecraft d. "A Princess of Mars" 

•5. H.G/Jells • e. "Ralph 124C 41". 

. 6. E.R f Burroughs . f. "The Purple Sapphire" 

7. Flint and Hall g. "Treasures of Tantalus" 

8 . Hugo Gernshack h. "The Shadow of Time" 

9. John Taine i. "The First Men in .the Moon"' 

10. S.G.Weinbaum . j. "The King of Conserve Island" 

C. TAKE A LETTER 

k In fact, take a dozen letters and see if you can decipher th<> 
names of Stf' s leading illustrators. Par is nine. 

1 . mjfkarlpa - 6# coermlyoe •- 

j 2. rfilnavgliyi 7. wdnobwryrahQ 

3 , xoclbheramusg 8. nbikeaqird 

4, ..rhmicgionkerri 9 , snoadgim 

5, swowseh* 10. nhsenmeca . • 

'» D, CHARACTER STUDY * : 

Here are ten- science Fiction and fantasy characters who have, 
since their first appe a ranee,b^ome famous. See now many you can 

identify by author and work. Par ds seven. . . 

E: - ■ t ■ 

t GUellUibula 8. Lakla, Handmaiden of the silent^ 

I: fciE?iSS£, . . 

I -continued on.next page- 
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1 JLC o l/CA «F# ’ . , . ~ 

rctivities. So here are the jum- 
ins^ Car you recognize them? In 
authors. Does that help you any? 


Par is seven. 


Xo {pc Veil# 

1. mvatj aersaui 

2. sykiwsolarl 

3. owalldolniedehm 

4. / 'kojacdrawr 

5. rbctokeub 


' 6. wlbtowrdenorse 


7, rjetoksfearmnear 

8. mkvotsimzosa 


9^ -loritmanatonma 
10.’ ytkasilkotemnl 


THE END: ANSWERS ON PAGE 19. Good luck. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
REVIEW OF FAN MAGAZINES OF LATE 


* * * 


ECLIPSE . Vol. 1 , Number 1. 18 large, sized well mimeod pages, published 
bi-monthly by Richard J. Kuhn, Lynn Bridges', and Paul Portteus. Ad¬ 
dress: 13598 Cheyenne, Detroit, Mich. Price* 10^. Good stuff by Ac- 
. kerman and Warner. Illustrations are also. good. 

THE FANTA r 'ITE . Vol. 1 Number 2 . 25 Well hbektoed pages from Phil Bron¬ 
son, 224 V, 6 th. St., Hastings, Finn. 10^, Cover is photo of the 
Mim„ Fantasy Society. Good material by.popular fans. Nice work,Phil, 
LE ZOMBIE . 20 paged anniversary issue, well mimeoed, 5$* from Bob Tuck¬ 
er, Box 260 Bloomington, Ill. Cover also a photo. This is LSZ’s 2nd 
anniversary. Good material, and lots of ads. —- ,n ./e love you, Le 
Zombie 1 n Chauvenet 1 s fan baseball game is best feature og the ish. 
NEPENTHE, Vol 1, No. 2. 62 well hecktoed pages, publieshed by the 
late Earl Singleton, A really fine issue, that showed much work. 
POLARIS . Vol. 2, No. 1. 20 pages nicely raimieoed* 100 from Papl Free- 
hafer, 404, s. Lake Ave.,-Pasadena, Calif, Nice material by Iov/ndes, 
Camell, Ackerman, Wraner, and knight. Cover by Wright, 

SPACES./AYS . Vol. II, number 3, 26 well mimeoed pages from Harry Var¬ 
ner,Jr. 303 Bryan Place, Hagerstown, Md. Material by H.A.Ackermann, 
Pohl, Wright, Sullivan, and Singleton. Good as usual. Cover only 
fair this time. Looks like something that ought to be on SUN SPOTSl 
SPECULA . 85 small sized well mimeoed pages of fan fiction. A really 
excellent bargin ft 100 By all means subscribe to this one. Done on 
three different colors of £sper. 

SCIENTIFICTION SCOUT . Vol 1, Number 7. 2 pages well mimeoed. The of¬ 
ficial organ of the Newark SFL. Selling; for 3 for 100 from the 
Solar Press, 31 Bogert Place', Westwood,N.J, 

FUTURIAN OBSERVER , First anniversary issue and others at hand. This 
bi-weekly Australian publication gives news about the Futurian Soc¬ 
iety of Sydney. Price, 7 for 200. Send money to 10a Sully St., Rand- 
' wick, Sydney, NSW., Aust. 

THE SOUTHERN STAR , Vol. 1, ? T o. 1. 30 pages published by Joe Gilbert, 
3911 Park St., Columbia, S.C. The first issue had fairly good mat¬ 
erial by Warner, Fisher, Korshak, Lowndes, and others. Poor cover, 
considering that Jenkins did it. Price 100 . 

Alto, ALCHEMIST, CENTAUR, THE COMET, THE DAMN THING, FANFARE, FANTAS¬ 
IA, FANTASY FICTION FIELD, FANTASEER, FUTURIAN »AR DIGEST, MERCURY, 
MIDWEST N.&V. , SHANGRI-LA, SNIDE(?), ULTRA, VOICE OF IMAG-NATION, 
and many more. 
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£ ' i t T "P ^ I' 'T' T- T 

"S_A_1;_P_L_I_N_G_S", B_Y : 

r "‘the sampler." 

FANTASTIC ADVENTURES, March,. >41. High, 8; Low, 5.5; Average, 6.1. 
"Beyond the Time Door:" David O’Brien. 

This is the story of i ike Cardonikiller and: "rat", doomed to 
die in the electric chair for killing another of his kind. He has 
killed many rats", but no "right guys." With two seconds to go, he 
finds himself transported to the year 3000, and a world of conditioned 
men, where no one can kill. In exchange for his life, he agrees to 
kill one man. He does so, but the man is a "right guy," Cardoni then 
forces his rescuer through "the. time door," which still leads back 
to the electric chair, two seconds before the execution time. Then he 
shoots himself, adding one more "rat" to his long list. 

Opinion: Good story, splendid characterization. Rating, 8, 

6 . 2 . 


lr THRILLING \/pl©ER STORIES, I'ar. ’41. High, ,7; Low, 4; Average, 

.. "Stranger From The Stars" by Frederick Arnold Kummer. 

■f--' Ylyga Jactor is. the only survivor of a space-ship wreck on a new- 
I ly discovered planet. The natives are strangely emotional; and, after 
he revives a drowned youth, they hail him as a visitor from heaven. 

He antagonizes the priests of Karduk, but wins the support of the peo¬ 
ple by bringing rain. The priests rally. an army to attack him and his 
■ supporters. He is saved by a rescue ship. Then old Izak, the scribe, 
writes,. "Elija.... (in) a chariot of fire.... ascended to heaven." 

Opinion: A good rationalization of the story of the jprophet, Elijah. 

; 'Rgting, -7. 

t PLANET STORIES, Spring, *41. High, 8; -Low, 4; Average., ,6.7. 
i "Exiles of the Desert Star:" by Ross Rocklynne. 

p'- v The planetoid Elron is needed as a signal base. The inhabitants, 
■fifteen royal exiles from ah other system, .will not leave. Diplomat- 
scientist Fallmeyer and his pilot transfer their egoes to Elronian bod¬ 
ies , to aid in effecting their task. The beautiful "Queen That is", 
does annual; to the submerged. ego of her lover , whose body Hallmeyer 
P inhabits. The pilot saves Hallmeyer. The atmosphere- of the planetoid 
'■ "is transmuted to krypton, the Elronians are killed, and the planetoid, 

> composed of a' quart z-cove red nickel-iron, is transformed into a. giant 
, sign-board by ionizing its inert atmosphere. . . , . „ 

•. • Opinion: Very go.od. Worth- -reading for the description of their for- 
flier ho by the Queen of the Slhonians. Rating, 8. 

r " V ^r e if Hangue" tales.-Jfcnes 

- is st hio bP^t at characterization, , and this is almost entirely, a st- 
\ udy of Aonisf beautiful but deadly creation of the dread priesthood. 

| ShP inpn. and they die when she embraces them. Then, she 

Ik fvouS ne^phvte of the order. It is a hopeless 

i; love 3 for^he is as deadly as ever. The Sanctuary is invaded. Aonis, 
lundpr control of the priests, attracts tnei waders, to 

I ment “; is killed by' a Red Swordsman, who, being of 

| is°impervious to he/channs. As she dies, her lover 

| Ueir^steles.^nis is a ftsciW- 

p ifl>g character, Rating, 7-* 6* - . — 
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STAR LIGHTER* S M A R.T 

Beck-Issues of the CALIFORNIA !ERCT1W ^vailab^ for very 
snail sums. Issue number six can be obtained for only . 

is the combined Convention and LASFS issue. The pn ; ceeding number can 
be had at the original price of five cents. The second is~ue of TCM, 
may be had for only 15 cents. This is the first issue to be published 
separately and contains the first news of the proposed Northern Calif, 
Futurians, now the Golden Gate Futurians. . ., 

The old issues of TEE COMET are a rarity indeed and most collec¬ 
tors demand a very high price. I ahve the first issue in perfect con¬ 
dition for 50 cents. That includes a rare cover which few fens reeieved 
and several slip-ins. The second issue may be had for 25 cents. It is 
the issue which Stfandom declared the perfectly hecktoed copy and has 
damon 'knight* s picture and.mitbbiography. The third issue sells for 
the same and has the Daugherty pic and autobi,which orig'inally sold 
Separately. This is the first mimeographed number and is printed in 
color. Fourth and Fifth issues may be had for only 15 cents. I have 
only one of each, and both are rare. The former/lias a different cov¬ 
er than most, and the latter was never distributed. 

Souvenirs of the Northern California Conference may be obtained 
for only five -cents. With each order, a DAWN circular is sent free of 
charge. Also, the dummy of the fifth TC may be had for only 15 cents. 

I am selling Wright origins Is I I hate to partwith them, but nec¬ 
essity forces me to dd so in order to carry on with other Stfan activ¬ 
ities. Fifty cent's each and they 1 re worth four, times that amount. There 
is a pastel, a SPACEX/AYS cover, another cover, and a superb pen and 
ink. I have' what he considers his best work to date,* v.-hich sells for 
one dollar. I have raised the price on it, for I do not v.ish to part 
with this drawing unless it is practical in a sense of dividends. Tho- 
rsen’s original for Warner’s "Horror's Cellar”, which is better than 
the mimeoa version, can also be had for 50 cents. 

No orders under fifty cents can be taken. Every order entitles 
the sender to the nest issue of THE CAIIFORKIA IffiRCURY at half pricej 


JiJ. Fortier, 
IB36-39 Ave. 

* * * * * 


Oakland 

California 


SUN SPOTS ' DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT AS OF 
. MARCH 9, 1941. _ 

Total number of paid subscribers: 34 

Total number .of Exchanges: 26 

Total no. free- complimentary issues: 6 

Total no. Solaroids receiveing free: 8 

Grand total no. issues in regular subscrip- 
tion lists. - ' 74 

Well,, droped three subscribers since last time, gained on* trade, de¬ 
spite failure of DETOURS, and suspension of LE ZOMBIE. Free issues 
remain the same. The editors. . . , 
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ED IT OP MEETS FAllDCM , 

By 

Mary Gnsedinger, 

Editor: F AMOUS FANTASTIC h~YS. 

When I found myself magic-carpeted into an Editorial chair in the 
Fantasy fiction Field, I realized-fully that the world T had entered 
was one almost apart - a more romantic friendly and inspirational-worId 
of literature - wherein editor comes' into personal touch with its in¬ 
habitants in a way which no other kindof editor does with his readers, 
'Cur readers seem to. make friends with us “right off the bat". As 
soon as an issue hits the stands the letters come flowing in to tell 
you how to go on with the magazine from- scratch — and these readers 
know how,too l They don't write measly little bits about "I think that 

I your magazine is great, yours sincere ly," No siree-three or four 

"page typewritten letters analyzing your method minutely - letters 
that one reads over a second or third time, and it isn't all orchids, 
either. But they all wish you personal good luck, end guarantee' that 
you'll hear from them again as soon as they get hold of the next is¬ 
sue . 

- • One can easily realize how very satisfactory and much more inter- 
|esting this all is than t ; t getting out a magazine by yourself £ there 
is no chance of becoming lonesome,. You just have a friendly good time 
'while working. However, that - is only one phase of the social aura of 
the fantastic field. The fan magazines,come to our desk regularly, and 
it is just like reading the home town paper. You know everyone men¬ 
tioned, and all the news you could have missed in the mail is .'..in. the 
fan magazines. 

Another activity that gives much of the "kick" in being an. edit- 
‘orin this field is the club meetings which enable you to meet many of 
the local readers and some visiting ones, where is there an editor 
vho is in such actual direct touch with his or her constituents as in 
^the weird, science fiction, and fantasy fields? And if you happen to 
■ niss the meetings, the fans call on you. 

The authors are no exception to fandom; nor the artists. Mr. Paul 
, tells me that he attends the Queens Science Fiction League meetings 
f pretty regularly; Mr/ Finlay goes to fan and writer parties; . Mr. Mer- 
Irltt keeps careful track of the Readerd Viewpoint in FAMOUS FANTASTIC 
MASTERIES, even as you and I; Mr. Farley was at the Chicago Convention. 
\-vdth the rest of the boys - end so on, 

! The fire+ time I went to a fan meeting was out in Astoria, at Bo- 
| ihemian Fall ^Vank R. Faul took me but on the complicated subway-cat- 
laconb, "el"*route, and I was somewhat nervous because I knew they took 
I you magazine anfrt right before your eyes. . The target at this partic- 
lular meeting, however, belonged to a contemporary and the Comments 
Qv/ere for the most part complimentary, I saw some familiar faces in the 
[large meeting room, but most of the boys and girls were readers whom 
d nevpr* rr.p-f 

fe Some of the time was taken up with reports on all the stories, in 
^tail! In the is^e of the magazine under discussion. Fantastic or- 
, Jkinrt’ 2 aSLinffs were raffled off; that^s when I began to rea- 

S^ + agaZlne •-o^^' , ’ f nut in about three hours of close and careful 
flUy meet my readers. ^ Vf * certain Kunsey classics first, and whe- 
weretvorthy of seeing- light once more. The fens 
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knew 


. ~ o+optps, but there were always! 

ioh as I did about most ofthe and »,anted to get '1 
some an individual hadn't happened to get Id informed on the! 

M^e^aSTh^n K^lhe^eting. ,'hat other edit- 

° rS ®Sn another^ecasion’an informal initiation into fandom^ookpiaJ 
at the Ivory Tower, presided over by Doe Lowndes, and at that time the] 
Futurfans met away out in the Bedford Ave 0 sectio n 1 of F latbus^h. If 
you want to know how it feels to go down Louis Cartoll s Babbit Hole, 
you should attend one of these meetings,,'' 'The place was _ lined with 
•famous books of classic fantastic fame,, Doc wore a Russian smock and 
carried a fencer's rapier as S 3 mibol of authority* The purpose of the 
meeting was to accomplish nothing, which was done with wit and humor 
of no mean quality* 

There were several charming 3 oung girls there. Of course every¬ 
one knows fandom is not monopolized by the boys. Everyone did. as they | 
pleased - two played cats’ cradle and two others played chess. There ' 
were some mock challenges arid mock quarrels. It was, in short, a get- - 
off on serious club meetings that might well have ended all club meet¬ 
ings (except that kind). 

The writers for these readers of fantasy, fiction are fascinating 
in somewhat the same way. One gets the feeling that they are fans who 
have turned ^writer as well as fan* I was strongly impressed with the 
outstanding popularity of Abe Merritt* 

rip I Jerri tt with his wife and daughter live out Queens way, in a 
cottage type house perched high on a tree-obscured street, and almost 
hidden itself in'trees and garden shrubs. As the fans all know he is | 
editor of the Sunday Magazine Section of a great metropolitan paper. 
From the trying responsibilities of this work, he relaxes by polish¬ 
ing rare stones on an electrically run lapidist’s wheel* 

Ko-ko, his African grey parrot, which lives in an enormous wick¬ 
er- cage, punctuates all conversations of guests with strange derisive 
sounds, one of which is no n&her than the Bronx cheer. 

Mr, and Mrs. Merritt have curios collected from all over the 
world, charmingly arranged, and among their collections of oddities 
are gifts from Mr, Merritt* s readers - one mimisture Sset" from one of 
his great fantasies. 

Among the other author-fans is Bay Cummings, a popular old timer, 
whd is tall, slender, and a Signified looking personage, who looks 
all the world like the romantic conception of a great writer, Ralph 
Milne Farley, another enthusiast, is also tall and lean. He is dark, 
good looking, and very youthful. 

w ^o encouraged these writers and also authors like George 
Allan England, Homer Eon Flint, Austin Hall, Otis Adalbert Kline, Vic- 
is Bot> Dsvis » Mis office is two doors from that of 
Fi^OJS MIOTIC MYSTERIES and he writes the famous column "Bob Davis 
Reveals. -.or tne Lew York Sun. The Mur.sey classics were chosen, bought, 
and edited by Mr. Davis, and the writers, great in their own right, al* 
ways got, greater inspiration from the one and only ."Bob." It is because; 
Bob Davis knew a fine story and George Allan England could write one, 
that we new have "Darkness and Dawn" and its seouels, "Beyond the Great' 
Obiivion" and "The Afterglow", to give you in FAMOUS FANTASTIC IYSTSR- ‘ 
IES. 
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1 r*A«r »— _ A. SCRAMBLED AUTHORS 

2 * ISSIftp 3 ®? E ^F land 6 . Philip Fisher 

3 Abr*»‘h im S* S ?JT- Lss 7. Austin Hall 

3. Abraham Merntt 8 . Ray Cummings 

5 * 9. Charles B. Stilson 

h. Ralph Milne Farley 10 . Edward Elmer Smith 


1. S 

2. j 


3. a" * 

4. h 


1.-Frank H. Paul 
2# Virgil Finlay 

3. - Alex Schomburg 

4. Mark-. Ugrehioni 

5. H^W.Wesso 


B. A LESSON IF CLASSICS 

5. i • 7. d 9. f 

6 . b 8 . e - 10 . c* 

C. TAKE A LETTER 

6 . Leo Morey ■ 

7* Howard V, Brown 
; • .8*. Jack Binder . •' 

9, A. - Sigmond 

. 10. Schneeman ;• 1 . 

D. CHARACTER STUDY - ’ 


1. "Airlords Of Han", by.Phil Nowlan 

2. "Skylark of Valeron", etc. by E.E.Smith 

3. "The Cometeers", etc,. By Jack Williamson ' : - 

4. "The Radio. Planet" "Radio .Beasts", etc. by. R.ii.Farley 
5 # Any of the Adam Links, stories by Eando Binder 

6 ..Any of the Penton and. Blake stories, by John W, Campbell 

7. Any of the John Carter stories by E ,R. Burroughs 

8 . "The Moon Pool", by A, Merritt ' 

9. "AMartian Odyssey", "Vally o f Dreams ", by S .G t ’/einbaum 

10. "The Blind Spot", by H.E, Flint and A. Hall 

’ r : E. FAN LETTERS ' 

1. Janes V.. T aura si • 6 ^ Robert V. Lowndes . ' . 

2 ^ Will S. Sykora 7. Forrest J. Ackerman 

3. Donald A. Wollheim 8 . Sam-Koskowitz 

4. Jack Dsriow 9. Milton A. Rothman 

. 5. Bob Tucker . 10. Milton Kaletsky 


YOUR RATINGS GOOD? 

Take the number right and multiply it by two to,get your percent- 
. age. Then compare it with the following ratings and see where you 
' stand, • 

fe'/.'W 100-90 A veteran Science-Fictionist 

90-30 A real fan 

80-70 You should read all the Rtf mags. 

70-60 A newcomer. Welcome 1 

Below 60 You don’t know what you’ve missed in Science Rio- 
pv tion. 

t . THE END 

'RE M E M B E R -JJU£Y‘ ; '3Hp . 4THI 
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* SUN SQUAWKS, OR READERS* LETTER * 

* By our Reeders . 

t * * 1301 State Street, I 

i ,arr y„^ aw » „ Schenectady, N.Y. 

K^Hssue arrived 0.1'. First thing, the covb« and r.U- 

ly smacked .me down. The best you»ve had, by far., G< etz Jp ^ 
shewed a tremenjus improvement. Keep this up, it x - arfvantspp nf* 

of the mag (oops, sorter. I mean fanzine) a lot. *** One advantage of 
a smaller issue; there's not so much to i rite about In answer to 
the editorial, the colored paper really makes .^^lassy, iUse, brown, 
yellow r etc, and not too many gaudy colors. ***. Bn.csneers-- is a 
good piece of writing so far. *** The distribution statement is a Ve* 
ry good idea. I think everybody is- interested m hew Sop is growing. 
*** Trash Basket— Grand news. *** The letters are all Rood, so I am 
not going to attempt to sav which is best. Anyway, I'd be prejudiced 
in favor of H.A.Ackermann for giving my article second place in the 
second section. About "Weapon Needed". I admit being wrong about the 
snakes, but rockets fast enough to. reach-liars and get back in a short 
time have been used often enough before, and Mars would sound more 
plausible(or any planet) theft the Moon. ((So we were different—eds)).: 
Still, the first rocket ship—.Oh, well, I quit. I thought I didn't 
like it, but I’m getting awfully anxious to see the end, *** Who's 
Yehoudi? Well, it just happens that I'm one of the few people who rea¬ 
lly know. He is Professor Leonidas Q. Yehoudi* the original mad sci¬ 
entist, He invented a machine to transfer himself into the 4th dimen¬ 
sion, and it really workedj But he kept going back and forth so much 
that the darned tiling got overheated and broke down in the middle of 
a trip. Thus he was caught half in and half out of this dimension. 

He couldn't, be seen, but he could make himself heard and felt. So, 
with a guy like that running around( and he was really mad by now), * 
it's natural that people would begin to ask, "who's Yehoudi?" These’ 
are facts; I got them from the brother of a friend of the fellow who' 
shines shoes in the barber shop where Yehoudie's fomer laboratory 
assistant got his hair cut. - -Now, Who's Sampler? ((See damon knight's 
letter, below—eds)) 

damon knight, 650 Marion St. ! 

Hi! Tf . . Salem, Oregon 

... 1 m - ehoudi, Who's Sampler? ((Well, Lariy, what do you say to 

this statement? It seems as if fir, knight claims to be your mad sci¬ 
entist, and fir. knight is visable, we understand, so till seme more 
plaudible explanation of Yehoudi's identity, the Sampler must Jjust 
remain the man who writes "Samplings'." -—Editors)) 

S 5 hEar J e > 318 Stewart Road, | 

Sun Spots: . 4 Muscatine, Iowa, 

,. tx £st-impression of the issue: somehow the brown paper doesn't 
click. j.he drawing is O.K. , though. The ish seems to be thin—15 pa- 
ges, though still the mag is a terrific bargin at the price, *** I 
like the colored paper used in the mag. Yes, by all means continue 
oTm f i ^?i. di ? fereTrt colors every issue. *** Back cover of 

SUI. SPOTS—-terrific; l "Paul" Gaetz seems to provide possible comp¬ 
etition for Mr. de la Ree. *** I'm surprised to see that Gerry has 
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resigned from the Solaroid Club. To tell the troth, I was shocked 1 He 
was^sueh a nice secretary. *** So ALCHEMIST'is folding. I wgs begin¬ 
ning to wonder why the mar didn't come. It's a gyp. Oh well., ((Oh,yes, 
Lew, we didn t get the last is site. What happened? —eds)) *** Come to 
think of it, oUh SPOTS has degraded since the annish. After ail from 
over 40 pages to 15 or 16 is a big drop. ((An anniversary doesn’t hap¬ 
pen every month—eds)) However, the mag’s regularity in'arriving in 
the fans mail boxes is something to be prowd of, *** Some of those 
"Sun oqucwks" are amusing and informative. *** SUN SPOTS did-not scoop 
the field with news of the new love era ft novel in WEIRD TALES., as PL¬ 
UTO had a piece about it,- including a summery of the yarn. Phil Schu¬ 
mann’s poem-article is swell. Too bad about the fall of PLUTO. *** 

Say, that lettering on SUN SPOTS cover is ver^ smooth and neat look- 
ing. ((Thanks to D.B.Thompson—Eds))The Fornt cover is fine, though 
the empty spaces could be filled up more# **.* Please excuse any un¬ 
desirable remarks I may have uttered. .Maybe it’s because I’m in a bad 
mood tonight. Maybe the issue was too short. Anyway, I hope you can 
bring SUlf SPOTS up tm the number one position in the fan mag poll. 
((That'position belongs'to that top fan mag, SPACE/AYS— eds) )Anyway, 

I hope -so, I enclose herein, 25^ for a six issue subscription. Seems 
that I am more interested in SUN SPOTS than any other fanzine.!(Thanks 
for your loyality—eds)) 

Bob Tucker, , Box 260, . 

Cheerio Chum:. BIood ingvon ,111. 

Tpd^y I got around to binding the Anniversary issue of SUIT SPOTS, 
so of course I read it at the same time. I notice that I have adver¬ 
tised to the world that T think the -magazine stinks. My my. Did I ac¬ 
tually send you that; ad, or did you pick the phrase out of one .of my 
letters. ((Yes, you paid for an ad, but. we did get the phrase from a 
letter—eds)) *** Anyway, this anniversary issue has made me reverse 
my opinion. The issue is a classic, not only in quantity, but in qual- 
. ity. Enclosed you will find my cash subscription, 25^ for . the next 6 
issues, beginning with the one following the anniversary issue. I am 
not in a position to trade any more, for LB ZOMBIE is suspending .pub¬ 
lication for a short while. I expect to mail out the January issue 
in a day or two, and it will carry a notice of the suspension, plus 
an explanation. ((Swell issue, Bob, sorry that you’ll be out of .'ac¬ 
tion for. a month or so.—eds)). ((Oh yes, thanks for the fine article, 
we’11 use it soon.—eds)) 

D.B.Thompson, 2302 U. Street, 

Hi Boys: Lincoln, Nebr. 

You fellows sure pulled a slick one, coming out right after the 
Annish with a good-looking colored-paper cover, the cover of the An¬ 
nish was good, but this was really much better in every respect. I'll 
admit t can’t tell what it is the two space ship’s are shoving around. 

It might be a piece of Collososaurus steak, only the outline is not 
smooth enough. The mountainous planet-scape is good. *** The yellow 
Paper has one distinct advantage over the white. It is practically 
opacue, so none of the letters on the other side show through. How T 
ever, the white oaper is ouite satisfactory, *** The idea of a letter 
issue is O K too. It will gitve the readers food for some argument, 
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which they do not peed, but seem to enjoy. 


*** Plotkin' s story i 


or may not turn out pretty good, depending on to 1 ’ , J; n on « j 

respect it is lacking. Hi a* tyle is too stiff, ***** ^ over, 

wordy. Some of those long, comp lies ted sentences should e b r°ken up, 
to give greater variety, I might think they were forced, if I didn't 
have the same trouble, myself, *** "Death On Jupiter is much better f 
than any of Rod's previous attempts at art-* I think it is quite up 1 
to the average for all the good fanmags. mat, as you we 11^realize, 
could scarcely be said about any of his previous '^Jorts. The ve- 
ry wide disagreement, as shown by the letters, on the matter of fan - 
fiction is worthy of comment. The point that Lev: mentions--that the 
pro mags furnish better fiction, and that the fanmags furnish better 
and more interesting fan articles, etc,.. is a good one, Sut I still 
think a considerable amount of fan fiction is desirable. Not half an 
issue, however, as id the geperal thing. 

Art Widner, . . ' Box 3- 22 ? • 

Dear Gerry: Bryantville, f ess. 

("(This letter must be cut greatly, as space is limited.—eds}} 
Well, well, Even X,- yotir most demanding critic, must admit that you | 
are inproving, But dorrt get sore at me. You must admit that a bee in | 
your bonnet often proves most stimulating, I have a brilliant idea. 
Why don't you dummy SUIT SPOTS? It's just like panning for gold or | 
sifting wheat. You leave all of the chaff, all the no good-mudj all ; 
the mistakes in spelling and grammar in the sifting pan. Sure, most 
of us editors make mistakes like you do, but we leave them in the 
dummy, SUM SPOTS can be made pne of the best. But right now* IT'S 
STILL.. SLOPPY. Now.don’t say you're not getting'constructive critic¬ 
ism. *** Now for number 16. For the first time, one of your covers 
bear a slight resemblance to a drawing, rather than a hopeless con¬ 
glomeration of hen-tracks* *** The yellov; paper is definately OK, It 
.. is a well known(?) scientific fact that black on yellow is-the most 
legible combination of colors to be found.. It redue.es eyestrain 10% : 

from ordinary black on white, *** Your fiction stinks. Lay off, please 
untill you learn how to write. *** Why did you resign from the S:>1- 
aroidd? ((Cause I felt like it—dela Ree)),* y * Ah, the large amount 1 
of SUN SQUARES makes me very happy. Best letter was by neighbor, 
Jack Bell. I hope you get enough letters every time to .keep the dept, 
at its present size, then you won’t have room for thta stinking fic- I 
tion of yoursi *** Ah has a much better poet than yours: name of Da¬ 
vis. Natch for #7 FANFARE. In fact watch for #6, which v/ill be out in 
a couble of veeks, *** In the annish,"Citation for Valor" v:as fair¬ 
ly good, and "Weapon Needed" started out well, but rapidly degenera¬ 
ted, until I came to the "continued next month", 3D was afraid he was 
a £ 0< l 1 on Greyer about slimy snakes and moBsters. (In fact I 
wish they had eaten the- explorers and ended the story quickly) but A 
the^ whole caverns full of them get darned monotonous* ((Think of the ; 

n °f yourselfl’ How would you feel surrounded with snakes?- 
getting near the end of the page, and have to do some more 
J? Atii 1 ARb dbnimy, sp I WQn 1 1 bother with the rest of the stinks, except 
to say Chauvenet* s piece was the best in the issue. . M 

THE END 
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* S ? E * ACK C °VER * DEATH OF PLUTO 

* . * * * * * * * * * * . * * * * 

By ‘ 

Roderick "Paul'’ Gaetz 
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* SATURN NEXT ISH * 
******* 


Poor Uncle John! Stranded on Pluto - -for fifteen minutes’. Yes, 
that s^ how .long it took him to bury, his best friend. r T could stop 
right here, as Uncle John only stays from 10-to-15 minutes - on one 
planet at a time, and then spends from twenty to thirty years going 
to the next one. You may think that our hero might be rather old, but 
so was Noah* Those O’ Levey* s Little Lilly-White Liver Tablets are 
marvelous.(They both used ’ emj ) 


Getting back to Pluto, Uncle John and his best friend, Cousin 
Rufus, had sto.ped on our far flung(very far flung) neighbor planet, 
to get a drink of water for Cousin Rufus. Uncle John hastily slapped 
a helmet over his friend’s head just before he left the ship# and 
went ^back muttering something about Rufus being an idiot..((That guy 
would forget his helmet, if it werefiit sewed on him.)) ((Ye Gods, it 
isn't, realized-Uncle John as he peered out the porthole. ),) 


While John fretted back in the ship, Rufus looked around for 
something to drink. His eye spied a appetizing piece of ice. He al¬ 
ways did like to suck on icicles! Putting up his gloved hand, he took 
one, and throwing open the front of his space helmet prepared to take 
a drink of the soon-to-be.melted icicle* My was he suprized to find 
no air to breathe* 


—-Well, after John buried Rufus, he sailed off for Saturn, from 
where our next reports will come. So tillnext month, so long. 



JDe-^ ye nth f 
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A M LATE ARRIVALS: FANZINES . 

COSMOS : Six red mimeod pages of 
Australian news, aid letters. 

This is number 13, and will be 
the last of COSMOS. It will be 
suceded by PSYCHOS# 

DAMN THING : Twenty well mimeod 
pages of humorous material, from 
B. T. Yerke, Bx. 6475, Metro Sta. 
Los Angeles,' Calif.' 100, 

FUTURE AN WAR DIGEST : 22 Mimoed 
pages of interesting news of Eng¬ 
land, and English fans. All ab¬ 
out the great London Fire of this 
War. From 4 Grange Terrace, Chap- 
le 'Town, Leeds 7, England. ( If 
if s still there’ ) 

FANATIC; 16 well mimeod pages, 

50 from Charles Beling, Harring¬ 
ton Park, N.J. Hectoed cover. 









































